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The life of Clarence Desadier, fifth chief of the Butfe Tribe of Bayou Bourbeaux

By Belinda Brooks

Clarence Desadier was the
second son of Felix and
Victorine “Fee” Flores
Desadier. Although he was the
second son, he was chosen by
his parents for the position of
the fifth family leader/chief of
the Butte Tribe. He was chosen
for this position because of his
obvious love of family work
ethics and his ability of keeping
the family together As a busi-
nessman, his skills in manag-
ing money and real estate were
outstanding. His parents could
depend on him to do whatever it
took to see that the family did
not go lacking in food, shelter
and education. Not only did he
care for his family his love for
his entire bayou community
was evident by the way he
shared what he had with others.

In true Native American cul-
tural, familial lifestyle,
Desadier found his wife and life
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partner within his tribe. On
Nov. 17, 1917, Desadier married
Louella Waters, his sacond
cousin. He and Louella’s grand-
mothers were sisters,
Seraphine Josephine and Marie
Zelina Larenaudiere.  The
Larenaudiere sisters were the
second-great granddaughters of
Marie Theresa De La Grande
Terre, the Chitimacha wife of
Frenchman Jacques (dit
Nantes) Guedon. Together,
Desadier and Louella raised
three sons and four daughters
on the same land that the pre-
sentda;r chief, Rodger Collum,
resides.

Desadier’s service to the fam-
ily began in the early 1920s
when his father's health began
to decline. Following Felix
Desadier’s death in 1026,
Desadier became the head of
the family with his mother, Fee,
standing at his side. Concerned
about his people, Desadier aka

“Parran” to the family made
sure that his truck garden was
planted and his milk cows were
well cared for and ready to pro-

those raising families in and
around Bayou Bourbeaux as
well as the entire United States.
1927 brought the historic
Mississippi River flood. The
flood waters in Louisiana dis-
placed many of the Butte Tribe
families who had relocated
their families closer to the
Mississippl River in hopes of
making a better life for their
families. October 1929 marked
the month of the Wallstreet
Crash and the onset of the
Great Depression. Then, short-
ly after the economy finally
began to recover in 1030, World
War II began and the young
men within the family received
draft cards that stripped them
away from their families to
serve their country on foreign

times, Desadier made sure that
those in his family who
remained on Butte land had
jobs to go to, food on the table,
bads to seep in and roofs over
their heads.
Through it all, Desadier was
careful to keep the family blood-
line ymder-the-radar. His grand-
father, Joseph Desadier Jr,
lived through the 1830s Indian
Removal Act. Joseph knew only
too well the discrimination,
hatred and that the
United States government held
for the indigenous people of
America.  Joseph made the

s Pesadier
ibe of Bayou

Bourbeaux

decision during those times
that the “tribe” would become a
“family” No longer would the
Butte Tribe acknowledge thelr
Native American bloodlines.
‘White settlers were determined
to dlaim the rich, alluvial lands
of the Native Americans. While
on behalf of the setflers and
thelr own interest, the govern-
ment with no concern for
Native Americans forcibly
removed

ghost lands of the Wast with no
See Desadier Page 2B
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Desadier's mother, Fee, lived
to be 108 years old. At her

her son to do what was right
with her His deci-

sion on distribution of her
property was based on work
athics of his siblings. Desadier
carried on the expected duties
of the family leader and contin-
ued to oversee family business
mestings and reunions. He kept
the family tightly lmitted by
work

was a well-respected leader who
held many titles. He was the
local game warden, a deputy

Desadier’s main concern as a
game warden was outsiders
hunting on Butte lands and
killing wildlife need to support
the welfare of his people. This
concern was what actually led
him to become a game warden.
Times were very hard and the

game
official federal wildlife game
warden, he was responsible for

of wildlife on
Bayxm Bourbeaux, which in
turn allowed for the survival of
this family To illustrate this
point by comparing/contrast-
ing hunting rabbits on the
bayou in Desadier's lifetime
compared to hunting rabbits on
the

Dring the lifetime of Desadier,
it was easy to spotlight hun-
dreds if not thousands of rab-
bits muming across dirt roads
and fields at night. In contrast,
today, one can ride for miles and

in the lives of the Butte fami- Eweryone would bring potluck
lies. For dishes and
Desadier, this there was
was certainly always more
t r u e than enough
T food to share
lifetime, he with all who
along with his attended. At
parents, played times, upward
key roles in the of 100 pecple
building of the would come to
Christian “Paw” Clarence
Harmony and “Maw™
Baptist Church Louella’s house
in the Pace to eat. The
Community. norm would be
land that 50-60

the church and after chnwrch for
parsonage  sit hanch. Family
‘?'isnm “’E’; directi o

: rections.
Felix, Fee and CI“::’;;_?;;;‘!'“ There was a
Clarence ( ) pecking order
Desadier. to seating at
History of that little church Elders were seated and
began in the early 1900s with served first followed by the rest
both Felix and Clarence as well of the family Teaching chil-
as many other family members  dren to respect their elders was

having served as deacons
throughout its  lifespan.
I

of family
were born (christened), bap-
tized and buried into that
church. The church recently
celebrated its 130th birthday

moﬂ}er, always lived within
walking distance of her son's
home. Her children were raised
to understand the importance
of family  togetherness.
Saturdays were visiting days.
Family from near and far would
travel to sit around the yard
under trees and on the porch to
watch children play, drink cof-
fee or sweet tea, enjoy fresh
baked tea-cakes, talk about cur-
rent events and relate oral fami-
Iy history Saturday gatherings
‘were no less than 20 to 30 family
members passing by When the

and continues to be a major
responsibility passed on by
adults of the Butte Tribe.

Comically Chief Collum
likes to remind his pecple how
special he was to the elders, or
at least to his mom, Olla Mae,
and Maw Louella. On Sunday
Jjust for him, they always made
his favorite banana pudding
{without bananas.) Enowing
that Rodger had to wait in line
with the children, Olla Mae and
Louella had a special place set
aside for him where there was
ahlways a bowl of pudding wait-
ing just for him.

Each month, Desadier would
call a meeting of family elders.
Thesa ‘were rather tra-
ditional in their schedule.

20 elders would be in
attendance. Desadier always
opened the meeting with prayer.
Coffee, tea, Kool-Aid, and tea-
cakes were served. After taking
time to greet everyone, the
group would then sing old fami-
Iy, tribal songs. Money would be
collected for family needs.
There may have been family
that were sick or short on cash
to pay bills and the money col-
lected would go to help with
those issues. Storytellers would
tell stories about life when they
were children. They would
relate to Rodger the traditions
and customs of their lifetime.
The elders would talk about the
importance of hunting and

hunters through the state.
Without the plentifil supply of

children all lived in the sur-

area. Each 18,
Louella and he would take a
ride around to check on his
daughters and their families
before they went to bed. All the
family knew that Maw Louella
liked her beer, especially when
she went riding. This created
an issue for Paw Clarence since

laugh when they tell the
about riding with their grand-
parents at those times. Desadier
would drive up to the local
“beer” stop and =
park in the dark.
Someone from
inside  would
walk  outside
with a brown
paper bag with
Maw Louella’s |

crime, Buddy Hayes, loved to go
hunting beginning when they
were only five and six years of
age. Others may have objected
but with Maw on their sides
they pretty much kmew, without
a doubt, it was a done-deal.

Now, you might think what was
the big deal about getting
shells? The big deal was that
Paw Clarence was a Wildlife
and Fisheries Agent. The boys

Louella Waters Desadier per of
1900-199, Tewspa

always the ( 2

challenge of making deals with

him. He and his cousin-in-

that she was going to cook geese
for the family The boys were
around the ages of eight and
nine at the time. She gave
Collum and Buddy a box of
shells with the initial “HV" on
them. What were they to do? If
Maw said do it, they had no
choice. 3o, they eagerly headed
out with the dogs to the bayou
waters to find the biggest,
bad’est, fattest goose to deck
Maw's table,

vards
away. He pointed it out to
Rodger and said, “We're too far
away for you to hit it.” Collom
said, “No, man! Give me one of
those HIGH VOLTAGE shells
Maw got us.” Buddy gave him
the shell and, sure enough, that
goose was as good as cooked.
Rodger killed it on the spot.
Buddy said, “Wow, Rodger!
Never heanl of those HIGH
VOLTAGE shells. Maw needs to
get us a bunch of them.”
Om a more serious note, there
were times that Desadier, as
- head of the

Clarence’s
grandson, left
¥ Clarence’s

prints from near the Pikes
home for about 2,000 feet until
they faded out into the swamp.”
Bayou Bourbeaux was shut
down for approximately two
weeks. No one could enter or
leave the bayou unless they
were family or part of the
search party until the body of
Clarence’s grandson was found.
The body was found partially
submerged in the bayou under
a Bayou Bourbeaux bridge near
the Clarence community on
Dec. 18, 1957, The coroner later
ruled that the cause of death
was drowning.

Yoars before that acc
another Bayon Bourbeaux cri-
sis ocowred when a tornado

it! No more was said about the
boys hunting or Louella passing

came the bayou. A
midwife who lived on the bayou
was standing in her front yard
holding her baby The baby was
not old enough to sit up by itself

accompanied by two dogs. Whe
rhv dogn rnumd home several

Al grandfather
, led a party
. It was the

grandisther who traced the boy's
footprints from near the Pikes
home for about 2000 feet until
Ihﬂf hf‘--q out into the swamp.

ot scared and
lost his grandfath er
sald He also revealed fhat the
bay lost his way aboul a
ago but came home all rsh
Reports fram the ares said thal
| searchers feared the boy
lnu stepped [nlo ene of
deep holez in the swamp|

Town Talk newspaper clip-
ing on the disappearance of
Elli![ Desadier’s grandson.

was in a panic from
one place to another to fry to
find her baby She could not
find her anywhere. Enowing
that when people had problems
on the bayou that Clarence was
the person to contact, she
immediately got in touch with
him. Desadier formed a search
party right away. For two days
the community searched for
that baby On the second day,
someone heard a strange sound
coming from the field behind
the Christian Harmony Baptist
Church. It sounded like a small
animal that was in trouble.
Sure enough, it was the babw
He was alive and well. There
are many more stories like
these to tell. Much more than
time will allow. Through good
times or bad, Clarence never
failed his people. His wisdom
and love for his people were

their lives during the begin-
nings of the Industrial
Rewvolution in the United States.
For them, they enjoyed all of
the new modernized inven-

had
to offer They were first to have
a phone, a fractor, as well as a
car with an air conditioner and
automatic transmission. They
‘were also the first to purchase a

mltﬂtwmmeut’ age to take on

of leading the
ﬁnﬂly.—‘u‘lmn)rﬂmmxtgmm
ations. Louella passed that
baton to Collum at the birth of

Butte Tribe of Bayou
Bourbeauxz, Adolph Felix
Desadier.



