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The second Butte Tribe Chief: Chief Powder Face Jose

By Belinda Brooks, oral
history by Rodger Collum

Chief Joseph Pareda
Desadier (Joseph Sr,) second
chief of the Butte Tribe of
Bayou Bourbeaux, was born
Feb. 10, 1798, in the San
Fernando Mission at San
Antonio, Texas. Listed on the
Mission’s baptismal records
as his parents were Jose
Francisco Pareda and Ana
Maria Leal who were both
natives  of the city
Understanding Catholic bap-
tismal records during the
Spanish occupation, one
understood that the Spanish’s
purpose of converting Native
Americans to the Catholic
religion was their way of
assimilating natives to
Spanish culture and claiming
their land for Spain. To the
ultra-religious Spanish, the
indigenous people of America
were ignorant heathens who
needed salvation.

Therefore, Mission Indians
were required to be baptized.
Upon baptism, the priest
would gift each native with a
Christian name. That person
would then become a Spanish
citizen and no longer consid-
ered Indian. Christian names
given to Joseph's parents list-
ed above were their baptismal
names. Their Native
Americans names were White
Smoke and Two Moons. The
story of their escape from the
missions to Bayou Bourbeaux
will be revealed in the next
and final story of the Chiefs of
Bayou Bourbeaux.

As Joseph grew, he earned
the native name of Powder
Face. When a Butte raiding
party would ride out from the
village, Joseph's signature
painted face was made with
water and white powder. The
mixture made a white paint
that he used to paint his face

THURSDAY EDITION, APRIL 2, 2020

el i

NATCHITOCHESTIMES.COM

' Community Developers
S say “thank you!”
., See Page 7A

Both Joseph Pareda Desadier and Marie Louise Perez were
born at the Texas Spanish - San Fernando Mission located in
San Antonio. Texas Indians would go to the Missions to be
Em!ected from raiding Indians in the territory. In 1831, James

owie married his wife there. By 1840, the church began to
fall into a terrible state of disrepair and renovations began.
All Butte Indians are documented descendants from Texas

Spanish Colonial Mi

in San Ant

solid white. Raiding, killing
and torturing their enemies
were not given a second
thought when it came to pro-
tecting their lands and family
Joseph made his first kill at
the age of 15. At that time,
White Smoke considered his
500 4 man.

In 1827, Joseph Sr. married
Marie Louise Perez. Marie
Louise was older than her
husband, and like Joseph was
born in the San Fernando
Mission in San Antonio. Her
family migrated to Louisiana
by way of Opelousas. From
there, they found their way to
Bayou Bourbeaux. She met
Joseph there, where they
raised their family

Trade

Trading goods with other
tribes and Europeans was a
way of 1ife with natives. Asa
young man, Joseph spent most
of his life on the rivers and
trails of North America bar-

tering for goods needed by the
family. —The most popular
trade item Buttes had was salt,
which was gathered from the
Goldonna salt licks.
Goldonna’s clan was part of
the Butte Tribe. Joseph and
other young tribal braves
would travel the Saline Bayou
to Goldonna, back to the Red
River; from there, the band of
braves would go south to New
Orleans, Mexico, South
America or travel north.
Butte Tribe traded for items
such as bear grease, flint, rock,
etc. These trips could last as
long as six months or longer
When the braves returned,
their first stop would be at the
temple mound. There they
would leave their best gifts
and make their way to the vil-
lage. The tribe would cele-
brate by sitting around fires,
smoking pipes, telling stories,
singing, dancing and eating
specially prepared foods.
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Joseph Pareda Desadier and Marie Louise Perez outside of a
Texas Mission on cattle drive.

Protecting Butte Land

Joseph Pareda Desadier
was raised on the Louisiana
prairie grass and bayou land
of Bayou Bourbeaux. His
father, Chief White Smoke,
moved his people to this land
shortly after his birth in 1708,
White Smoke controlled all
the lands and tribes in the
Bayou Bourbeaux area. The
prairie grassland was abun-
dant with thousands of buffa-
los and other wildlife. The
buffalo was very important to
the survival of the Indians.

Native Americans would only
kill enough buffalo to supply
their needs. Every part of the
buffalo would be used and
nothing wasted.

Since the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803, White
Smoke met with the territori-
al Indian Agent, John Sibley
Sibley’s main job as agent was
to prepare area tribes for gov-
ernmental land survey. Sibley
assured White Smoke of the
“Great White Father's,”
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President Thomas Jefferson’s,
promise that Butte tribal land
would be held as sacred land
and the government would not
take one acre of their land
without White Smoke’s con-
sent. Having lived and escaped
from the Texas Missions,
White Smoke had no trust in
the words of white men.
Joseph was raised with the
knowledge of all the things
that his people had lived
through.

As time passed and the gov-
ernment changed leaders,
Andrew Jackson became the
seventh President of the
United States in 1829. Jackson
wasted no time targeting
Native Americans. In his 1820
State of the Union Address,
Jackson called for removal of
Native Americans from the
southeast to Texas and
Oklahoma territories. By
forcibly removing the Native
Americans west, the Southern
states would gain the ill-gotten
land that helonged to the
natives. The Indian Removal
Act was signed in 1830 and put
into action immediately

Joseph and his father were
waiting. European settlers
had tried to claim their land
many times before. Their plan
was put into action. The fami-
ly would first assimilate to the
white man’s ways. Then, they
would watch and be ready
Next, everyone lmew what
shutting down the bayou
meant. It had happened
before. It would happen again.
Beware to settlers who dared
to cross Butte land!

Cattle Drives

As time passed, white set-
tlers soon found their way to
the bayou lands. Oddly
enough, there were no white
settlers on Butte land. But, the
rich land and abundance of
wildlife around Natchitoches
Parish were too enticing for
settlers to resist. They started
marking off land near Butie
land with no thought of
natives who had lived on the
land for hundreds of years.
Buffalo were being slaugh-
tered. Contention between
Native Americans and whites
were high. The senseless
killing of numerous buffalo
for sport by white men left lit-
tle for the natives’ lifestyle. By
the 1830s, there were very few
buffalo left on the prairie.

Joseph had to start a new
chapter in the lives of his peo-
ple. Horses and Texas long-
horns were where Joseph's
new interests lie. Joseph
would travel anywhere to find
the fastest., most stunning
horses. He was kmown far and

wide for his outstanding walk-
ing and quarter horses. Texas
long-horn cattle were free-
range cattle. They were there
for the taking and the market
was in high demand. One steer
could bring ten times its cost.
As a good businessman,
Joseph couldn’t pass that up.
He with his band of men trav-
eled the El Camino Real and
01d San Antonio Trail often to
return with hundreds of heads
of cattle to sell or trade on the
open market in New Orleans
or at the docks on the
Mississippi River.
Red Hawk

Joseph's wife, Marie Louise,
was away from her home one
day when she was attacked by
a raiding group of Indians led
by a warrior named Red Hawk.
She took an arrow to her arm,
was scalped and left for dead.
Within a short time, Joseph
got word of the attack. It only
took a few minutes to don his
painted face, saddle up his
fastest, gather his raiding
party and hit the trail heading
for 5t. Maurice.

Joseph aka “Powder Face”
kmew his enemy, Red Hawk,
well Red Hawk and his men
were known for stealing live-
stock and killing settlers in the
surrounding area. The attack
on Marie Louise may have
been by accident with Red
Hawk not realizing who he was
attacking until the deed was
done. Whatever the case, he
had Powder Face to deal with
now. The two bands clashed on
the trail to Winn Parish near
5t. Maurice. Powder Face,
angry and ready to draw blood,
rushed in on the offending
band of Indians. He only had
tunnel vision for Red Hawk.
As he drew near to Red Hawk,
he leaped from his horse witha
sharp war-cry and attacked.
Both warriors hit the ground,
quickly jumping to their feet,
and drawing their knives for
hand-to-hand battle. Powder
Face drew first blood by slicing
Red Hawk across the face. He
gave his rival a wicked grin.
As was his custom, he backed
fair enough away to taunt Red
Hawk for his weakness. Red
Hawk reached up to touch the
deep slash on his face. In
anger, he rushed toward
Powder Face who stepped
aside taunting Red Hawk
again with a sparkle in his
eyes. As Red Hawk turned
around, Powder Face went in
for the kill. The battle ended
guickly after that with Red
Hawk's bloody scalp dangling
from Powder Face's lance
Powder Face kept the scalp on
the end of his spear until the

Texas long
Real and lt
and Louisiana. Joseph Desadier 5r.'s band had an alliance
‘with other groups of Texas Indians to herd cattle. Joseph was
always looking for horses, too. The illicit trade of taking live-
stock over Texas lines by not paying Spanish royal duties vio-
lated contraband laws. So profitable was the trade that

bribery was used to

hom cattle were hearded along the El Camino
e Old San Antonio Road, which ran through Texas

pay Spanish customs guards to cross

over. (Credit: Charles Marion Russell, “The Herd Quitter,”
Montana Historical Society MacKay Collection, Helena, MT)

day he died. He was buried
standing up with his arms fold-
ed around his lance adorned
by Red Hawk's scalp. As for
Marie Louise, she recovered
from the scalping, but her
hand became infected and she
eventually lost two fingers.
Buffalo Kill

Another story that was told
by the elders was about
Joseph’s buffalo kill. There
were few buffalo on the
prairie. Joseph decided that
he was in need of a buffalo to
feed his family. As there was
no refrigeration, the buffalo
meat would be shared among
the tribe families. The remain-
ing parts of the animal would
be used for other essential
needs. He rode out to the
prairie to find his mark. It did-
n't take long to spot his buffalo.
He rushed toward the buffalo
with his lance held high. He
hurled the lance in such a way
that the spear pierced the buf-
falo through and through,
killing it instantly, and pinning
it to the ground. Looking back
at his kill as he rode forward,
Joseph saw the buffalo laying
on the grass, the lance stand-
ing straight up with Red
Hawk's scalp blowing in the
wind.

Jim Bowie
Jim Bowie of Alamo fame
and his younger brother,

Reazin, spent the majority of
their lives in Louisiana.
Although Bowie has been hon-
ored for his stand in the
Alamo, the truth of the story
as the people in the Rapides,
‘Winn and MNatchitoches Parish
knew it was that Bowie was a
con marn, thief, killer and chas-
er/seller of slaves. His history
with Butte Indians began early
during White Smokes reign as
chief, but Joseph Sr. had a run-
in with him one night near the
lost San Saba Silver Mines in
Texas in the 1830s. Joseph's
band parinered with a small
group of Texas/Caddo Indians

to roundup steers to sell in
Lounisiana. They were camped
down for the night when in the
distance they heard horses rid-
ing in. Joseph and his band
readied themselves for a fight.
Whoever it was, at this time of
night, was up to no-good.

When Bowie neared the
camp, he and his men were
ambushed by Joseph's group.
Bowie fought Powder Face aka
Joseph Sr. in semi-darkmess.
In the fight, Joseph sliced
Bowie across his arm. As was
the way of both, White Smoke
and Powder Face, Joseph
backed off to return again for
the kill. In the process of
doing so, Bowie and his men
ran into the darlmess without
their horses. Butte braves cir-
cled their animals and camp
for the rest of the night. In the
early morning, they rose, gath-
ered their property with the
additional horses left by Bowie
and headed toward Louisiana
leaving Bowie and his men on
foot to tell their story

Death of Powder Face

Consumer demand for cattle
following the Civil War caused
a booming market economy.
Steers costing $3 in Texas
could easily bring the ranch-
ers $20 a head on the open mar-
ket. Therefore, Joseph was
wvery active in the cattle trade.

One steamy, hot July day in
1868, Joseph Sr. was herding
long-horn steers across Saline
Bayou to market them at the
Mississippi River docks in
Concordia Parish, Louisiana.
As Joseph moved on his horse
across the bayou, a long-horn
steer broke out from the herd
from behind him. The steer’s
horn poked the horses rump
unexpectedly as the steer
moved up to incase Joseph and
his horse between cattle on all
sides. Joseph's horse was star-
tled which cansed Joseph to
fall to the side of his saddle.
His foot tripped up in his stir-
rup. Cattle continued to move

Thursday Edition, April 2, 2020
THE NATCHITOCHES TIMES

|13A

B Continued from Page 6A

across Saline Bayou in Natchitoches Parish, when he was
suddenly closed in on all sides by cattle. His horse was star-
tled when he was accidently horned by a longhorn. ]useﬂh
was knocked off the horse and forced under the water of the
bayou, trampled by the animals, and drowned.

forward pulling Joseph down
beneath the water where he
was unable to recover his bal-
ance and he drowned.

The Chief was buried about
three-quarters of a mile from
his third great- grandson's
home, the sixth Chief of the
Butte Tribe, Chief Rodger
Collum. Joseph Jr buried his
father there with honors,
standing up, with his arms
folded around his sacred lance.
Dangling from the lance - Red
Hawk's scalp.

In the next and final chapter,
learn more about the first chief
of the Butte Tribe of Bayou

Bourbeaux - Chief White
Smoke.

Writer s note:

Butte Tribe of Bayou

Bourbeaux sincerely thanks
Natchitoches Times for faith-
fully publishing our history
These “oral history™ chief
articles of the Butte Tribe of
Bayou Bourbeaux were taken
by interview with Chief
Rodger Collum who has lived
his entire life, 67 years, on the
land of his ancestors, the for-
mer chiefs: Chief White
Smoke, Chief Powder Face
(Joseph Sr), Chief Joseph Jr.,
Chief Adolph Felix Desadier,
and Chief Clarence Desadier.
All of these chiefs lived and
died on the same land and
were told the same stories as
Chief Rodger Collum. These
are not stories taken from old
newspaper articles told by
someone who has never lived
on the bayou, never talked to
an elder of his tribe and
attempts to tell the public the
“true” story Rodger was cho-
sen by his elders during the
leadership of Chief Clarence
Desadier to be the next leader
of his family/people. From the

age of 5until he was 16, Rodger
was required to attend each
Meeting of the Elders on
Bayou Bourbeaux. During
those years, Rodger was taught
the story of his people and had
to repeat it to the elders over
and over. They wanted to be
sure that he got it right
becanse when they died
Rodger would be the one to
reveal these secrets to their
descendants. Additionally,
Rodger knows every inch of
Butte territory: the Indian
Trails, Butte Hill, Jewel
Springs, the Lick, Temple
Mound, other mounds, etc. He
is in control of all the Native
American mounds on Bayou
Bourbeaux. The Collum
Temple Mound sits within 50
feet of his front door: Anyone
who wants to go to the mounds
must get the approval of Chief
Rodger Collum... as Fred
Simon understands when his
request was denied. AN old
family pictures and mound
artifacts are held and shared
by Chief Rodger Collum. They
were left to him by the elders.
The facts that are related here
have been verified by the older
members of the family It has
been  acknowledged that
Rodger had to stay with the
elders when all the other chil-
dren had to go out and play
That was not understood nor
liked by Rodger We are so
thanlkful for the sacrifice that
he made, willingly or not
Without our stories our tribe
would be lost. I, as a journal-
ist, have researched historical
events to the bast of my kmowl-
edge to make sure as best that I
can that these stories have sub-
stance and have found them to
be creditable. - Belinda Brooks,
BTBB Vice Chief



