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Chief Joseph Desadier Jr.,
third chief of the Butte
Tribe of Bayou Bourbeaux
was born Jan. 16, 1832, in

Bayou Bourbeaux in
Natchitoches Parish. His
parents were Joseph

Desadier Sr. and Ana Louise
Perez both Texas Indians
born at the San Fernando

Missions and raised in
Louisiana at Bayou
Bourbeaux.

Of all the Butte chiefs,
Joseph Jr.’s, life span cov-
ered the historical begin-
nings of Louisiana and
Texas within the United
States. Less than a year and
a half before his birth,
President Andrew Jackson
signed the Indian Removal
Act, which was in the
process of being enforced on
Joseph’s birthdate. This
process was the force that led
the pathway for future deci-
sions made by his father in
the struggle for the survival
for his people. The decision
was an easy one for the sur-
vival of the tribe. The tribe
would adopt the ways of the
white man. They would live
as a family not a tribe.

Stories of Indian removal,
war, reconstruction
at Bayou Bourbeaux

As a child, Joseph would
sit through meetings with
the elders and here of atroci-
ties dealt to their indigenous
brothers and sisters to the
East as they were forced to
leave their homeland and
belongings with the clothes
on their backs in the dead of
winter for a desolate land in
the West. Thousands were
dying. Some were escaping
the forced journey to hide in
the swamplands of Bayou
Bourbeaux.

By the age of 14, the
United States had waged war
on Mexico and annexed
Texas Territory as a state.
Mexico signed an agreement
on the Rio Grande and Texas
borderline. This was all good
news for the Butte Tribe con-
sidering their trade in hors-
es and cattle across the Texas
line.

One day, out of nowhere,
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federal troops rode into
Bayou Bourbeaux. They
rounded up a large part of
the community in one loca-
tion. At that point, eight
children were taken from the
group. The people were told
that the children were going
to be placed in a school far
away and when their school-
ing was over that they would
be returned. The action
caused instant rebellious
activity within the communi-
ty. Joseph Jr., as the family
leader, was furious! He was
taken in chains to the mili-
tary jail where he remained
for four months. The chil-
dren were never returned.

At the age of 30, approxi-
mately one year after the
beginning of the Civil War,
President Lincoln signed the
1862 Homestead Act. After
the war, abolitionists were
out for everything that they
could steal from all people of
color, even Native
Americans. Even before that
time, Europeans had started
moving into the bayou and
marking off land as their
own. Confusion was around
every corner where the land
was the topic. What
belonged to the family had to
be protected. The family had
to band together to keep as
much of their land as possi-
ble. The family had their
ways. What that meant was
that the only way into the
Bayou Bourbeaux communi-
ty was by the family’s con-
sent. Should a person not be
wanted nor welcomed in the
area, the bayou would be
shutdown. What was under-
stood and realized by Joseph
Jr. was that there was no one
to fight or care for the indige-
nous people of America.
The family would have to see
to itself.

Marriages of
Joseph Desadier Jr.

Joseph Jr.’s first wife was
Maria Casimira Carmona,
whose parents and grandpar-
ents where from the
Nacogdoches and Los Adaes
Post in Texas. Casimira was
a Texas Indian by bloodline
and died with no issue.

Marriage number two is
the marriage that created the
Butte bloodline of the family.
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Chief #3

The following oral history
was given to Chief Rodger
Collum by his great-grand-
mother, Victoria “Fee”
Flores Desadier (1855-1961)
who was 12-years-old when
the first killing took place,
lived during these times and
personally knew the people
involved in all these events.
She was also the wife of
Chief Adolph Felix Desadier
and daughter-in-law of Chief
Joseph Desadier Jr. of the
Butte Indians. She died at the
age of 108 years old. Fee wit-
nessed the actual Killing of
one of the outlaws by federal
troops. She is credited as
being the historical visual
storyteller of the West-
Kimbell Clan, The Night
Riders. The story as it
relates to the Butte Tribe
goes like this:

Following the Civil War
between 1866-70, the Night
Riders aka the West-Kimbell
Clan were a local outlaw
group from St. Maurice,
Louisiana who ruthlessly
murdered over 150 settlers
traveling to the Texas terri-
tory.  All the surrounding
communities with the excep-
tion of Bayou Bourbeaux’s
Butte community had been
hit with their vicious,
unmerciful slaughter of

innocent people.

Operations for this mali-
cious outlaw group was
structured like a well-oiled
machine. It all centered on
fast-moving horses. As men-
tioned, Joseph Jr. had the
best stock of horses in the
area. The Night Riders were
well aware of that fact. The
issue was that the horses
were on Butte land and no
one wanted to mess with that
tribe of people.

The plan was to first
approach Joseph Jr. and bid
on his fastest horses with no
intention of actually paying
for the horses. When the
offer was made and refused,
a plan was put into place to
raid the herd of horses at
night and take what they
wanted. What the Night
Riders were not prepared for
was what was waiting for
them when they arrived on
Butte land.

Joseph Jr. understood the
pattern of the murderous
West-Kimbell clan. Joseph
Jr. shutdown the bayou.
Groups of family members
waited in ambush at every
entrance to Butte land.
When the Night Riders came
up the narrow trails in the
dead of night, the Butte
braves swarmed them like a

Oct. 14, 1858, was
and Seraphine Josephine Ann LaRenaudiere. They are pic-
tured riding on the Desadier Road, which was originally part
of the old Indian Trail of Bayou Bourbeaux.

Seraphine Josephine Ann
LaRenaudiere was born June
5, 1837, to Charles Phillippe
Larenaudiere and Marie
Desneiges Denis. According
to Chief Rodger Collum, she
was the most beautiful of all
of the chief’s wives. Known
as Josephine, her bloodline
was linked to both Texas and
Chitimacha Indians of
Louisiana. She was the sec-
ond great-granddaughter of
Marie Theresa De La Grande
Terre. Terre is a documented
Chitimacha captive of St.
Denis after his French forces
raided the Chitimacha vil-
lage in Mobile in retaliation
of the murder of a mission
French priest. She married
French officer Jacques
Guedon and settled in Bayou
Bourbeaux area, where
many of their descendants
remain today. Twelve chil-
dren were produced from
this marriage. One became
the next chief of the Butte
Tribe.

Following Josephine’s
death, Joseph Jr. married
Lorenza Sauce. Sauce did
have a Laffite ancestor and it
is possible that she had
Native American ancestors.
This marriage produced two
children.

Last but not least at the
age of 70, Joseph Jr.’s fourth
wife was Delzina Gallien.
She was several years

the wedding date for Joseph Desadier Jr.

younger than he at the time
of their marriage. They had
two sons. One was the son
known as “Goose.” Goose
was an interesting character
in the tribe’s history. Born
in the early 1900s, he never
married and never wore
shoes. During his lifetime,
Goose had the title of Keeper
of the Mound. The mound
referenced Butte Hill, which
is actually one of the largest
mounds in the Natchitoches
Parish area. Until recently
revealed, few people knew
anything about Butte Hill
much less the fact that it was
a mound. Each morning,
Goose would get up, head out
for Butte Hill, spend the day
and come home in the after-
noon.
Family

Joseph Jr. and his wife,
Josephine, were very well-to-
do people. They lived in a
two-story house on Bayou
Bourbeaux. She owned a
two-story house on Texas
Street in Natchitoches with a
large lot. Together, they
owned most of Bayou
Bourbeaux. Additionally,
they owned land on Red
River at Grande Ecore.

Family was Joseph’s main
concern. He employed most
of his family. Thus, he was
responsible for the livelihood
of all his families. The main
source of income was cotton,
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hive of bees. That was the
last visit of the Night Riders
to Butte lands until stories of
a hidden treasurer began to
spread across the bayou.
One sunny day in 1870,
Victoria Fee Flores (future
wife of Chief Adolf Felix
Desadier) was baby-sitting
for a neighbor who was relat-
ed to the West-Kimbell clan.
Fee was sitting on a log out-
side watching the children
play when she saw horses
riding up to the log cabin.
The groups riding in were
lawmen looking for the Night
Riders. A lady came out
from the house to speak to
the lawmen. When asked
where the men were, she told
the lawmen that no one was
at that location. One of the
children was nearby, heard
the question and yelled out,
“Yes, he is. He’s in the field.”
Then, the child pointed in
the direction of the field that
she was speaking about. The
lawmen circled the field and
killed the man on the spot.
In 1872, the little commu-
nity of Atlanta, formed a vig-
ilante group to get rid of the
Night Riders. Meantime,
trading post owner-book-
keeper and treasurer of the
Night Riders evil gains,
Williams, got wind of what

was going on in Atlanta. He
called his slave, Pad, to come
quickly. Together they boxed
up all the treasure and head-
ed out to hide everything
until the time was safe for
his return. Williams must
have given previous thought
of a location for hiding the
loot; because when he left the
trading post, he headed up
the old Indian Trail and did
not stop until they got to
Chivery Dam. There, they
followed a trail of marked
trees in his loaded wagon
until they came to an old
duck blind and that it where
they stored their loot.
Williams and Pad headed out
toward New Orleans until all
the confusion settled down.
About a year or so later,
Williams returned, recov-
ered his treasure, moved
across the Red River to
Natchitoches and bought up
most of the available proper-
ty there.
Accidental death of a chief
On Sunday morning, Aug.
5, 1906, Joseph Jr. rode out to
check on his cattle. When he
hadn’t returned home by
later on that day, his son,
Felix, went looking for him.
Felix found his father laying
on the ground in a field next
to Bayou Bourbeaux with a

Joseph Desadier Jr. at age 70

with his youngest son,
Marshall aka “Goose.”
cattle and tobacco. Crops

would be planted on the
lands other than the prairie
lands. Cattle were free range
longhorns brought in by
Butte Indians from Texas
and were grazed on the
prairie lands. By this time
most of the buffalo had been
killed out by the white men
that had moved into the area.

Tribal meetings and get-
togethers were in private.
No matter the era, the gov-
ernment was always against

the actions of Native
Americans. Survival
depended on secrecy.
Survival depended on denial
of one’s ethnicity.
Everything was judged by
skin color. To be black

skinned was bad enough;
but, according to the United
States government, a red
skinned man had no chance
of owning land or casting a
vote. A red skinned man
now was an invader in his
own homeland.

One of Joseph’s greatest
interests was his horses.
Known for his beautiful
paint walking-horses, buyers
came from surrounding
parishes and states just to
take a look at his stock.
Recently, Chief Collum was
checking the bloodline of
one of his mares bought
years ago around Lake

Charles to breed with his
stud horse, Rock. When look-

Ann
LaRenaudiere, wife of Chief

Seraphine “Josephine”

Joseph Desadier Jr. and
mother of Chief Aldolf Felix
Desadier. She was the second
great-granddaughter of
Marie Theresa De La Grande
Terre, the Chitmacha captive
of St. Denis who married
French officer Jacques (dit
Nantes) Guedon.

ing at her papers, whose
name should he see? None
other than his ancestor,
Joseph Desadier Jr. Yes,
Joseph Jr.’’s line had come
home.
School

To read, write and cipher
were understood to be a basic
part of life for the children of
Joseph Jr. He knew the
importance of knowing how
to calculate and having
knowledge of documents
that require signatures.
People of color were not
allowed in the white schools
of the area. Besides that
fact, Joseph did not trust the
children of his tribe in a
white school. He would
never forget the federal
troops riding off with those
eight children who never
returned. He did not want
his children away from the
bayou. Therefore, he built
the Desadier School in the
1870s which was the first
school building in the Bayou
Bourbeaux area.

Butte Tribe and the
Night Riders

See Chief #3 Page 2B

Joseph Desadier Jr. at Bayou
Bourbeaux’s lumber mill.
Lumber from this mill build
Pace Plantation.

broken neck. Joseph Jr.’s
horse was standing nearby
with his saddle turned side-
ways. It was assumed that
something startled the horse,
which caused Joseph Jr. to be
thrown from the horse unex-
pectedly. He was 74 years old
at the time of his death.

In the next article, read
about Chief Joseph Pereda

Victoria “Fee” Desadier wit-
nessed the killing of one of
the West-Kimbell Clan, the
outlaw Night Riders, at the
age of 13 while babysitting
for a family member. Fee
lived to be 108-years-old and
became a primary source for
historical events during this
outlaws gang’s terror sweep
in Natchitoches and Winn
Parish era.

Desadier, the second chief of
Butte Tribe of Bayou
Bourbeaux.

“The Butte Tribe is a splin-
ter tribe of the Natchitoches
Tribe of Louisiana.”

~Chief Fred Simon



