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Delinda Brooks

Butte Tribe mem-
bers are preparing the
earth for the 2022 Butte
Gardens. From tilling,
fertilizing, irrigation
prep and planting, the
active members of the
tribe are working to
make this year’s family
gardens ns baantiful as
hundreds of years
before. Crops planted
this year are sguash,
olira, mmstard gresns,
turnips, tomatoss, pap-
pers, Indian corn,
sweel corn, purple hull
peas, beans,
Roman bush beans,
radishes, cucunmbers,
watermelons and can-
taloupe
For Chief Collum,
his traiming in growing
Butte family gardens
began eardy From six
through eight years
old, he was raised with
the concept that gar-
dons don't wait for
anyone; they must be
worled svery day

Collnm’s grandpar-
ents, Chiel Clarence
and Louella Waters
Desadier, and great-
grandparents, Chiel
Adolph Felix and
Victoria “Fee" Flores
Dasadier, are credited
with teaching thair
grandson oral history
and tribal traditions.
From these ancestors,
Collum learned the
Legend of the Three
Sisters and incorporat-
ed the knowladge he
gainad to plant his gar-
dens.

What was it about
Collum that the family
elders always called
him to plant the gar-
dens when he was a
child? Collom was
born loving his elders.

Gardens

He could never get
snough of listening
ond asking questions
about family and life
skills. The elders
undersiood the depths
of his love of family so

at age 16 he took |

charga of the garden
creations,

For Butte Tribe,
Collum explained the
Three Sisters Garden
i a companion planti-
ng af corn, beans, and
squash grown n the
same area at the same
time. When the corn
raaches 4 to § inches
tall, running beans are
planted. Two weeks
later squash is plantad.
According to Collum,
the corn stalks becoma
the polls for the beans
to climb. The corn and
beans  shade the
squash, which drowns
out {he grass. To keep
the wind from break-
ing the squash stem,
Collum piles dirt up
around the stem to sup-
port it.

In enrlier days,
when [fertilizer was
not affordable, Collum
remembers fishing for
red-horses (carp) and

gasper goo (o use for |

fertilizer He cut the
fish into three large
pleces  and  buried
them dsep in the
ground.

Collum related
other secrets in planti-
ng Butte Gardens that
he learns from the
almanac: never plant
on a full moon and do
not plont on Good
Friday I you do so,
the plants will maka
beautiful blooms but
will not bare vegeta-
bles or frait.

1t 15 sald the ground
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Chief Rodger Collum heads up his team of
Butte Indians in preparing the grounds for the

2022 Butte Gardens,

L:ph Keith Hernandez,

Chief Cnllum s nums
one field hand amd sidekick, gets to work

planting

Ong of uw:nl Ilum.- Gmiz-n
year's crops. From left are Bobby Desadier, James Aligor and Keith Hernandez.

blzeds on Good Friday.
Collum plants tribal
gardens between April
14 and April Z5. He

For okra,

then soaks the secds
for fhree days in
Clorox bleach. When
the sesds have white
fuzz, it's time to plant
The okra will grow
betier and last until
the second frost of the

wraps seads in a wash- year

cloth and puts a rub-
ber band around it. He

Butte Gardens ars
shared with {ribal

ts is shown with active Butte Tribe members planting this

members at no cost as  join us on Facebook.

a part of the Louisiana
State 2022 Butie Tribe
Emergency
Freparsdness and
Healthy Tribe
Initiative Action Flan

To learn more about
Butte Gardens and
Butte Triba History, go
to Buftetribe.org or

Butte Tribe is a non-
profit i To
donate to Butte Tribe,
mail check or money
order to Butte Tribe,
1458 Hwy 1228,
Watchitoches, LA
T1457, or PayPal — but-
tetribadgmall.con.



